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ACTORS  LABORATORY  THEATRE 
IN  THIRD  SEASON  AT  AVILA 

In  its  third  season  Actors  Laboratory  Theatre  presents  in  rep- 
ertory; JACQUES  BREL  IS  ALIVE  AND  WELL  AND 
LIVING  IN  PARIS,  STORY  BOOK  TALES  III,  and  DYLAN. 


JACQUES  BREL,  after  running  for  four  years  at  Village  Gate 
in  New  York,  closed  this  year  only  to  be  immediately  revived. 
It  was  performed  there  in  a Cabaret  Theatre  style  and  Jim 
Assad,  the  director,  has  tried  to  capture  that  same  feeling  in 
our  Avila  production.  Jacques  Brel  is  a French  poet,  lyricist, 
and  singer,  who  is  discontented  with  the  social  norms  as  they 
now  stand.  Brel  says  that  he  writes  songs  as  he  does  because  he 
is  in  rapport  with  the  world.  "And  sometimes  the  songs  were 
sung  between  the  acrobats  and  juggler,  in  music  halls  built  long 
ago.  Everybody  heard  the  songs  but  nobody  listened."  Despite 
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COMPANY  OF  "STORY  BOOK  TALES  III" 
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HOMECOMING  BRINGS  OVER  150 
ALUMS  BACK  TO  AVILA  CAMPUS 

On  Monday,  October  2,  over  150  graduates  and  friends  at- 
tended the  annual  homecoming  festivities  at  Avila. 

The  evening  began  with  Mass  at  6 p.m.  in  the  chapel,  followed 
by  a social  hour  and  dinner  at  7:30  p.m. 

Following  dinner  honorees  of  the  classes  of  1922  (celebrating 
50  years  since  commencement),  1947  (celebrating  their  25th 
anniversary)  and  1962  (10th  anniversary)  were  given  special 
recognition.  Dean  Richard  Scott  gave  a brief  progress  report 
on  the  new  and  innovative  programs  going  on  on  the  campus. 
Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Lillis,  President  of  the  Association  gave  a stim- 
ulating homecoming  address  (The  text  of  her  address  is  carried 
in  this  issue). 

After  Mrs.  Lillis'  address.  Sister  Olive  Louis,  President  of  Avila 
presented  the  Avila  Medal  of  Honor  to  Mrs.  Janet  Taylor  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Lillis.  The  Avila  Medal  is  presented  by  the 
President  to  those  who  are  recognized  for  their  work,  cooper- 
ation and  spirit  of  Avila  throughout  the  years. 

Following  the  bestowing  of  honors,  the  guests  were  enter- 
tained by  Sister  Olive  Louise  in  concert,  accompanied  by 
Sister  M.  de  La  Salle  on  piano. 


Mrs.  Sue  Seaman,  Director  of  the  Montessori  Program  at  Avila 
presents  a certificate  to  Sister  Sean  Mulloy. 


THE  BLACK  PRESENCE 
IN  THE  HEART  OF  AMERICA 

A Series  of  Lectures  on  the  Role  of  Negroes  in  the 
Greater  Kansas  City  Area  by  Dr.  Girard  T.  Bryant, 
Ed.D.,  will  be  held  on  the  Avila  Campus  December  4, 
6 and  8. 

Dr.  Bryant  will  speak  from  2 p.m.  to  2:50  p.m.  on  December 
4,  6 and  8 in  O'Rielly  Hall,  Room  206.  Dr.  Bryant's  lectures 
will  attempt  to  include  the  various  phases  of  Negro  life  in  and 
around  Kansas  City  — political,  social,  and  economic  — and 
shall  include  some  of  the  contributions  the  Kansas  City  Black 
Community  has  made. 


Avila  Students  Now  Have  Their  Own  Student  Union.  Since  the 
first  part  of  September,  students  have  had  carpeted  floors, 
tables,  music  and  food  in  the  new  Union  and  Snack  Bar.  In 
case  anyone  is  tired  of  hot  dogs  . . . the  grill  is  now  working 
with  a variety  of  food,  including  hamburgers,  grilled  cheese 
sandwiches  and  other  good  food.  The  Student  Union  is  located 
in  lower  Marian  Center. 

FOLLOWING  IS  THE  SPEECH 
DELIVERED  BY  MRS.  MARY  LOU 
LILLIS,  PRESIDENT  OF  AVILA’S 
ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION,  AT  THE 
HOMECOMING  ON  OCTOBER  2,  1972 

In  considering  what  to  say  to  you  this  evening,  I found  that  I 
didn’t  have  anything  particularly  inspirational  to  say,  but  I 
have  come  up  with  a few  thoughts  that  I would  like  to  offer 
for  your  consideration. 

First  of  all.  I’m  not  just  sure  what  our  need  is  of  an  Alumni 
Association  and  I’m  not  just  sure  what  Avila  College’s  need  is 
for  us  — as  an  Alumni  Association.  I feel  reasonably  certain, 
however,  that  there  is  due  cause  for  maintaining  such  a rela- 
tionship. 

We  live  in  a period  of  great  change  and  of  terrific  mobility  — 
just  to  gather  the  graduates  of  even  a recent  class  would  mean 
bringing  some  from  great  distances  and  I am  sure  it  would 
present  a group  of  varied  ties  and  interests.  However,  in  any- 
thing we  read  about  the  emotional  problems  of  this  fast-paced 
age  in  which  we  live  — an  age  in  which  so  many  are  constantly 
tranquilized  by  drugs  or  alcohol  — there  seems  to  be  a certain 
emphasis  on  the  stabilizing  factors  of  ties  with  the  past,  of 
traditions,  of  just  such  things  as  an  Alumni  Association. 

Through  the  years,  various  of  my  children  — and  just  last  night 
even  an  adult  nephew  — have  asked,  “Why  would  you  have  a 
homecoming  when  you  don’t  have  a football  team?”  This 
always  seems  to  be  a strange  misplacement  of  cause  and  effect. 
I see  no  less  reason  for  us  to  maintain  our  relationship  with 
our  Alma  Mater  and  with  each  other  than  if  we  were  fielding 
athletic  teams.  I think  perhaps  it  places  more  of  a burden  on 
the  institution  — on  changing  administrations  and  faculties  — 
to  maintain  the  excellence  of  the  institution  itself.  If  we  are  to 
continue  to  feel  a pride,  to  have  a sustaining  interest  in  the 
College,  it  perhaps  must  earn  it  in  different  ways  when  it 
doesn’t  have  the  emotional  and  easier  method  of  a “winning 
team”  to  stir  up  the  “old  grads.” 

I know  that  Sister  Olive  Louise,  Avila’s  president,  doesn’t  view 
the  Alumni  Association  directly  as  a fund-raising  group.  In 


ACTORS  LABORATORY  THEATRE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

his  rather  sarcastic  and  bitter  comments  on  life,  Brel  still  be- 
lieves there's  hope.  This  musical  is  composed  of  twenty-six 
songs  and  a very  limited  amount  of  dialogue.  Auditions  were 
held  during  the  summer  and  now  include  the  professional  cast 
of  Jack  Ashmore,  Phyllis  Goede,  Tuck  Milligan,  and  Nancy 
Sheehy.  The  performance  dates  are:  Opening  night  October 
17,  October  18,  19,  20,  21  and  27,  and  November  4,  8,  9,  14 
and  15.  The  musicians  who  are  graciously  donating  their  time 
and  talent  are:  Paul  Carter,  Ned  Finney,  Becky  Kite  and 
Donna  Matthews. 

JACQUES  BREL  is  followed  by  STORY  BOOK  TALES  III. 
Its  performance  dates  Opening  Night,  October  24,  October  25, 
26,  28  and  29  and  November  5,  7,  12,  18  and  19.  The  audi- 
ence's response  to  our  two  previous  productions  of  the 
"Tales"  has  been  so  encouraging  that  this  revival  was  inevit- 


"JACQUES  BREL  IS  ALIVE  AND  WELL  AND 
LIVING  IN  PARIS" 


able.  The  actors  have  incorporated  new  tales  while  retaining 
some  of  the  old  "favorites."  The  philosophy  of  the  Avila  Col- 
lege Speech  and  Theatre  Department  is  that  all  students  should 
be  allowed  to  perform  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  main  stage 
and  this  philosophy  is  made  evident  in  STORY  BOOK.  The 
show  flows  out  of  the  actors'  laboratory  where  the  develop- 
ment of  characters  and  creative  movement  stimulates  the  stu- 
dents' imagination  and  prepares  them  for  further  theatre  ex- 
perience. The  musicians,  Paul  Carter,  Mike  Downs,  and  Donna 
Matthews,  who  have  played  for  STORY  BOOK  TALES  for  the 
past  two  years,  will  be  with  us  again.  Their  presence  shows  an 
outstanding  dedication  to  the  arts. 

The  third  show  in  the  repertory  season  will  be  DYLAN  by 
Sidney  Michaels.  A renowned  Welsh  poet,  Dylan  Thomas  re- 
marked, "I'm  not  exceptional  — Ordinary  people  — I generally 
hit  it  off  with  ordinary  people  — because  I'm  one  of  them  and 
they  sense  it  immediately.  I mean,  half  of  the  brain  wakes  up. 
Speaks  up,  saying,  'Who  the  hell  can  identify  with  ordinary 
men?'  For  none  of  us  is  ordinary  to  ourselves."  It  is  to  our- 
selves that  we  awaken  in  Dylan  and  relate  to  the  uncommon 
things  all  people  have  in  common. 

Dylan  spent  his  life  believing  he  had  failed  to  "become"  a man 
. . . he  dealt  with  words  but  could  not  deal  with  life;  he  shaped 
and  mastered  the  language  but  not  his  own  destiny;  he  valued 
money,  drink  and  sex,  but  not  himself.  Mr.  James  Assad  not 
only  is  directing  this  play,  but  is  portraying  Dylan.  His  wife 
Caitlain  is  played  by  Anne  B.  Davis.  This  gives  the  student 
actors  an  opportunity  to  work  with  professionals. 

The  original  music  heard  in  Dylan  was  composed  by  Ron 
Roberts. 

Performance  dates  are  Opening  night,  October  31,  November 
1,2,  3,  10,  11,  16  and  17. 

As  part  of  the  achievements  of  the  repertory  company  and  the 
Actors  Laboratory  Theatre,  an  adaptation  of  STORY  BOOK 
TALES  has  been  selected  for  a USO  Tour  in  the  Northeast 
Command.  Those  who  will  be  leaving  on  this  tour  are:  Lynne 
Beachner,  Terry  Bickell,  Don  Carey,  Jamie  Evans,  Sue  Horn- 
beck,  Mike  LaGue,  and  Don  Tabberer;  Roz  Oberto  and  Ron 
Durbian  are  the  alternates.  Ron  Coles,  Technical  Director  will 
accompany  the  group. 


LILLIS  SPEECH  (Continued  from  page  2) 

fact,  she  is  almost  discouraging  to  us  about  holding  fund-rais- 
ing events.  I believe  I am  probably  right  in  thinking  that  her 
view  is  that  we  should  have  more  important  reasons  for  our 
existence  than  just  as  a source  of  funds  for  the  College.  And  I 
believe  that  “raison  d’etre”  should  be  for  ourselves  — to  meet 
our  own  needs.  I think  the  Alumni  as  a continuing  source  of 
funds  can  follow  then  indirectly  — through  individuals  as 
donors  and  benefactors  who  give  to  the  College  because  they 
want  to,  not  just  because  of  its  needs  — and  who  are  a contin- 
ual source  of  new  students,  not  just  because  they  recommend 
the  school,  but  because  they  themselves  are  a living  recommen- 
dation. 

If  you  are  perhaps  bothered  by  some  of  the  changes  that  you 
observe  in  the  College,  I would  like  to  offer  one  more  thought 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


Miss  Norma  Lewis,  Director  of  Avila's  Department  of  Nursing 
sitting  with  parents  and  friends  at  the  reception  for  the  Junior 
Nursing  Students,  October  10th  in  Marian  Center  on  the 
Campus. 


LILLIS  SPEECH  (Continued  from  page  3) 

for  your  consideration.  It  comes  from  a remark  our  pastor 
made  the  other  evening  in  discussing  with  the  parents  religious 
education  in  the  school.  What  he  said  was,  “If  your  children 
were  being  taught  religion  in  just  the  same  way  you  were 
taught  religion,  there  would  be  something  very  wrong.” 

Just  as  we  are  living  in  a time  of  fast  changes  in  transportation, 
communication,  manufacture,  information  retrieval,  and  so  on 

— so  also  we  are  living  in  the  age  of  Post-Vatican  II.  For  the 
first  time  in  centuries  it  seems  the  Catholic  Church  paused  to 
take  a look  at  itself.  You  may  consider  it  a blessing  or  a 
burden  to  be  given  your  stint  of  life  — your  years  on  this  earth 

— at  this  particular  time.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  your  choice  — 
it  is  the  age  in  which  each  of  us  must  work  out  his/her  own 
salvation.  And  it  is  certainly  a time  when  it  is  no  longer  a 
sufficient  reason  for  doing  things  a certain  way,  to  say  “be- 
cause we’ve  always  done  it  that  way.” 

I continue  to  be  particularly  proud  of  Avila  because  I think  it 
is  a school  for  today.  I feel  strong  ties  to  the  past  and  I value 
traditions.  But  I think  the  change  in  the  name  of  our  college  at 
the  time  of  its  move  to  this  campus  ten  years  ago  is  really 
representative  of  its  view  to  the  future,  while  still  maintaining 
its  ties  to  the  past.  It  isn’t  necessarily  bound  to  a past  in  the 
sense  of  being  tied  down  or  bound  by  it.  And  strangers  who 
don’t  know  our  beloved  patron  as  intimately  as  we  do  may 
even  think  that  Avila  was  a whole  new  name  — a bigger  change 
than  we  realize  it  was. 

Here’s  one  last  thought  for  you  — if  any  of  you  are  interested 
in  joining  the  Women  s Lib  movement,  or  on  the  other  hand  if 
you  are  bothered  and  worried  by  it  — I would  suggest  a reread- 
ing of  our  patron’s  life  — What  a woman  she  was! 

ALUMNI 

BIRTHS 

CLASS  '65 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Chirpich  (Mary  Evelyn  Sullivan),  a son, 
Raymond  Anthony,  on  June  7 in  North  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  '66 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodd  D.  Staker  (Martha  Leahy),  a son,  Daniel 
Christopher,  on  April  14  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  '71 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kuo  (Irma  Li),  a daughter,  Mary  Ann,  on 
June  13  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Suchint  Wathanacharoen  (Nuansamorn  Rajata- 
narvin),  a son,  Sunti,  on  June  9 in  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

CLASS  '53 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Koehler  (Mary  Kathleen  Flaherty), 
a son,  Matthew  Damien,  on  September  8 in  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri. 

CLASS  '63 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Roth  (Sally  Tucker),  a daughter, 
Kristen  Leigh,  on  June  9 in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  '56 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Noll  (Mary  Ellen  Denning),  a son, 
Bradley  Thomas,  on  August  18  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


FLAM  ANNUAL  MEETING 
AT  AVILA  ON  NOVEMBER  3 

The  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  ASSOCIATION  OF  MISSOURI 
(FLAM)  will  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  Avila  College  on 
November  3 from  11:45  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 

Sectional  Meetings  on  the  Classics,  French,  German,  Russian 
and  Spanish  will  precede  the  luncheon  and  annual  association 
meeting. 

Mr.  Antonio  Leon  is  a Senior  Vice-President  of  the  association 
and  Chairman  of  the  Spanish  Sectional  Meeting. 

Sister  Virginia  May  is  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  associa- 
tion. 

Please  make  reservations  for  the  luncheon  which  will  be  $2.25 
per  person  with  Sister  Virginia  May  no  later  than  October  27. 

ALUMNI  SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Kelly  (Adelaida  Kelly  '64)  is  being  listed  in  the 
eighth  edition  of  WHO'S  WHO  AMONG  AMERICAN  WOMEN 
for  her  work  as  librarian,  artist,  and  researcher  in  textiles,  folk 
songs,  and  folklore.  Beginning  her  educational  career  in  1937, 
Mrs.  Kelly  taught  for  three  years  in  a rural  school  and  has 
served  as  librarian  in  the  Prairie  Village  School  District  for 
twenty  years.  Belonging  to  Delta  Kappa  Gamma,  honorary 
teachers'  organization,  and  A.A.U.W.,  Mrs.  Kelly  is  the  mother 
of  two  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Mrs.  J.  Russell  May,  Jr.,  has 
her  Ph.D.  in  entomology  and  teaches  at  Longview  Junior  Col- 
lege; the  other,  Mrs.  Dennis  R.  Lee,  teaches  music  in  her  home. 

NEWS 

CLASS  '57 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Viviona  (Marilyn  Ruth  Lynch),  a son, 
Joseph  Michael,  on  September  5 in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  '62 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  J.  Schmiedler,  Jr.  (Ann  Carey),  a son, 
Michael  Joseph,  on  July  31  in  South  Bend,  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene  F.  Hagel  (Helen  Wagner),  a daughter, 
Laura  Sue,  on  August  31,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

DEATHS 

CLASS  '52 

Mrs.  Helen  E.  Lathrop,  mother  of  Mrs.  John  J.  Mahoney 
(Helen  Lathrop),  and  Mrs.  Robert  Stewart  (Mary  Lathrop  '54), 
and  sister  of  Msgr.  John  J.  Murphy  and  Msgr.  Charles  J. 
Murphy,  on  September  18  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  '59 

Mr.  Richard  J.  McMichael,  father  of  Mrs.  Paul  F.  Hittner 
(Mary  Loretta  McMichael),  and  Mrs.  Roger  A.  Langenheim 
(Susan  McMichael  '61),  on  October  8 in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

CLASS  '64 

Mrs.  Laura  LaBonte,  mother  of  Mrs.  Patrick  Hennessey 
(Anne  LaBonte),  on  October  1 in  Leawood,  Kansas. 


